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PROPOSAL TO SUPPRESS THE FIRST DESIGNATION OF A 

TYPE SPECIES FOR THE GENERIC NAME MEGILLA 
FABRICIUS, 1805, AND TO PLACE MACROPIS KLUG, 1809, ON 
THE OFFICIAL LIST OF GENERIC NAMES (HYMENOPTERA, 
APOIDEA). Z.N.(S.)240I 

By Charles D. Michener {Department of Entomology, University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 66045, U.S.A.) 

The generic name Megilla Fabricius, 1805, p. 328, was proposed 
to include 33 species now assigned to diverse families of bees. Among 
these species were Apis acervorum Linnaeus, 1758, and Megilla labiata 
Fabricius, 1805. 

2. Westwood, 1840, p. 158 designated Megilla labiata Fabricius, 
1805, as the type species of Megilla. 

3. A second designation of a type species for Megilla was by 
Richards, 1935, p. 172, who selected Apis acervorum Linnaeus, 1758, 
as the type species. 

4. The first type species designated, Megilla labiata Fabricius, 
is also the type species by monotypy of Macropis Klug, 1809, no. 109, 
fig. 16, a well known genus of the bee family MELITTIDAE. Thus strict 
application of the Rules would result in replacement of Macropis as a 
junior objective synonym of Megilla, a step not yet taken by any author. 

5. The name Megilla was used by several authors as a generic 
name for bees of various families during the period 1805 to 1810. There¬ 
after it was used only rarely (about five times), always in the sense of 
Anthophora Latreille, 1803, apparently the last significant usage being 
by Dalla Torre & Friese, 1895. Since that date the name Megilla seems 
not to have appeared in the literature except in synonymies, literature 
references, and the like, with the exception of Strand’s 1916 usage 
of it when replacing a homonym. The only current function of the 
name Megilla is as a root for names such as Amegilla, Aframegilla, 
Paramegilla, and Zonamegilla; all these taxa are close relatives of 
Anthophora. 

6. The second designation of a type species for Megilla is in 
accordance with the usage of the nineteenth century. Apis acervorum 
Linnaeus being the type species of Anthophora Latreille, 1803 [Apis 
pilipes Fabricius, \115~Apis acervorum Linnaeus, 1758, designated by 
the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (Hemming, 
1944).] With this type species for Megilla, this name becomes a junior 
synonym of Anthophora. 

7. Macropis has been and is in regular use, and has provided the 
root for family group names. Since Fabricius’ work in 1805, no species 

Macropis has been referred to the genus Megilla. As strict application 
of the rules would result in replacement of Macropis by the almost 
unused name Megilla, the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature is asked: 
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(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all designations of 
type species made for the nominal genus Megilla Fabric!us, 
1805, prior to the designation by Richards, 1935, of Apis 
acervorum Linnaeus, 1758, to be the type species of that 
genus; 

(2) to place the name Macropis Klug, 1809 (type species, by 
monotypy, Megilla labiata Fabricius [1805]) on the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology. 

It may be noted that essentially these same requests were made 
by Benson, Ferriere & Richards, 1937, 1947, but appear never to have 
been ruled upon by the Commission. 

Finally, it is worth noting that although Macropis is of no 
economic importance it has been of some special interest because it is 
perhaps the only pollinator of Lysimachia (Primulaceae) and because 
it collects oil rather than nectar from Lysimachia flowers. 

A list of ten references to Macropis, by five different authors with¬ 
in the last fifty years, is held in the Commission’s Office. 
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